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The Prow
I. Kalinda 				    Sydney Guillaume

(1982)
   The Prow 				    Matthew Lyon Hazzard
	 Eshantha Peiris piano 	 (1989)

II. Peegeldused Tasasest Maast (Reflections from a Plain) 		  Tõnu Kõrvitz
	 Sophia Ner cello			   (1969)
     Vision Chant 				    Andrew Balfour
	 Sherryl Sewepagaham Cree-Dene singer and composer                           (1967)

III. To Morning 					     Gabriel Jackson
						      (1962)
      Sun on Water 				    Hussein Janmohamed
	 Sherryl Sewepagaham Cree-Dene singer and composer 	 (1969)

IV. Hymn to the Eternal Flame (from To Be Certain of the Dawn)      Stephen Paulus
	 Meruert Bestybay soprano 	 (1949-2014)
      Fatiše Kolo (Serbian folk song) 		 Ivan Markovich
      Rosas Pandan (Visayan folk song) 			   George Hernandez
	 Briseis Jamela soprano	

University Singers
Graeme Langager conductor

Eshantha Peiris collaborative pianist

Locus Iste 						      Anton Bruckner
(1824-1896)

Laudamus Te (no. II from Gloria) 			   Francis Poulenc
(1899-1963)

Even When He Is Silent 			   Kim André Arnesen
(1980)

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands			   arr. Cedric Dent
                                                              		                             (1962)

Choral Union 
Hyejung Jun conductor

Gabe Reed collaborative pianist

We are gathered together for this event on the ancestral territory of the
hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓-speaking Musqueam peoples.

We invite you to be present and kindly ask that 
you turn off your mobile devices during the performance.

Graeme Langager, Director of Choral Activities



Support the UBC University Singers Spring Tour!

This spring, we have an extraordinary chance to perform at two of North 
America’s most prestigious choral conferences and we need your support to 
make it happen. Performance opportunities are essential for the continued 
growth and success of the UBC University Singers and for every choir 
member to realize their aspirations as emerging musicians.

American Choral Directors Association (ACDA) 
Western Division Conference
San Jose, California | March 4–7, 2026

UBC University Singers is the only non-American choir invited and one of 
just three university-level ensembles performing. We’ll proudly represent 
the UBC School of Music, Vancouver, and Canada on this international stage.

Choral Canada National Conference – Podium 2026
Victoria, British Columbia | May 14–17, 2026

We are the only collegiate choir invited to perform which is a tremendous 
honour and showcase for Canadian choral excellence.

Together, we can make sure these talented musicians represent UBC, 
Vancouver, and Canada with pride. Your gift helps cover essential travel 
costs like flights, accommodations, and ground transportation. 

To make your donation go even further, the Senft Family has generously 
agreed to match donations up to $15,000, doubling the impact of your gift. 

Make your gift today by scanning the QR code and join us in making this 
moment possible.

For any questions or further details, 
please contact:

Michelle Herrewynen, Development Officer
Arts Development & Alumni Engagement
michelle.herrewynen@ubc.ca
604-822-5960

https://crowdfundraising.ubc.ca/projects/university-singers/?utm_campaign=featured_banner_SupporttheUBCUniversitySingers&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=later-linkinbio


Text and Translation

Kalinda
	
Listen friends, yes you have to listen: 
Dance, the best way you can, 
It’s thanks to the sounds of the drum. 

Dance, the best way you know how, 
You can dance as much as you can… 
It’s thanks to the sounds of the drum, 
Oh, how beautiful 
Without which, there would not be any dancing. 

Oh how beautiful it would be, 
If everyone could find a drum. 

Ayibobo! (Victory cry) 

Dance, the best way you know how, 
It’s thanks to the sounds of the drum. 

The apple does not fall far from the tree; 
All good things derive from good things 
Thank you, drumbeats. 
It is thanks to the sounds of the drum. 

Ayibobo! (Victory cry) 			   Haitian text by Gabriel T. Guillaume
          
 

The Prow

The prow, the best place on the boat for a seat.
Wind whipping, salt spraying, sun shining,
dolphins playing above darkness and creeps in the deep,
Gliding oe’r brilliance
Sea air, crack of sails,
No one can catch us,
Not even the whales! 			   Jonathan Talberg



Vision Chant 		  Andrew Balfour

Vision Chant incorporates the Ojibway word, “Babamadizwin”, which 
means “journey”. Based on an Indigenous chant style, this work is striking 
for both its stillness and its intensity. The journey that is evocked begins 
and ends with a soprano melody, at first divided and then, symbolically 
perhaps, unified. What takes place in between these musical bookends is 
the vision itself.
	 (Program note by the publisher)

To Morning 		  Gabriel Jackson

O holy virgin! clad in purest white,
Unlock heav’n’s golden gates, and issue forth;

Awake the dawn that sleeps in heaven; let light
Rise from the chambers of the east, and bring
The honey’d dew that cometh on waking day.

O radiant morning, salute the sun
Rous’d like a huntsman to the chase, and with
Thy buskin’d feet appear upon our hills.		 William Blake 

(1757-1827)

Sun on Water 		 Hussein Janmohamed

Surya
     Sun, Supreme Light

Nayno se nayn milavo, mere Saheb
     Let my eye meet yours, my Lord/Master/Beloved

De profundis clamavi ad te Domine
     Out of the depths I have cried unto Thee, O Lord

Domine exaudi vocem meam
     Lord, hear my voice        	   

Hindu & Indic Ismaili Muslim Traditional
	 & Psalm 130



Hymn to the Eternal Flame 		  Stephen Paulus

Hymn to the Eternal Flame is an excerpt from Paulus’ oratorio To Be Certain 
of the Dawn. The complete work is a Holocaust Memorial oratorio to 
honor two important anniversaries: the 60th anniversary of the liberation 
of the Nazi death camps and the 40th anniversary of the publication of 
Nostra Aetate (Latin for “In Our Times”), the seminal Vatican II document 
that condemned blaming Jews for the death of Christ. The oratorio was 
commissioned by Fr. Michael O’Connell, rector of the Basilica of Saint 
Mary, and intended as a gift from the Christian community to the Jewish 
community. It was premiered in 2005. 

Stephen Paulus’ son Andrew writes: “I grew up watching and listening to 
my Dad compose music on the grand piano in our family house. Over the 
years, memories of what pieces he was working on start to blend together, 
but a few stand out. One of those is To Be Certain of the Dawn. My Dad 
approached writing this piece with a particularly deep level of compassion 
and empathy that made an impression on me even as a young teenager at 
the time. The connection between Stephen, his long-time collaborator and 
librettist Michael Dennis Browne, and Father Michael O’Connell from the 
Basilica of St. Mary who commissioned this work was particularly strong 
throughout the entire process. They all seemed to profoundly understand 
the importance of this piece and its potential impact.”

Part II of this three-part oratorio concludes with Hymn to the Eternal 
Flame, which is based on the children’s memorial of multiple reflected 
flames at Yad Vashem in Jerusalem.

Every face is in you, every voice,
Every sorrow in you.
Every pity, every love,
Every memory, woven into fire.

Every breath is in you, every cry,
Every longing in you.
Every singing, every hope,
Every healing, woven into fire.

Every heart is in you,
Every tongue, every trembling in you,
Every blessing, every soul,
Every shining, woven into fire.		  Michael Dennis Browne



Fatiše Kolo 				    Ivan Markovic

“Fatiše Kolo” is a folk dance from Vranje, Serbia dating as far back as the 
17th century. Dancers would join hands in a circle. The lyrics describe how 
the girls from Vranje “fatiše kolo” near the town well in the city center, led 
by “Mitko’s beautiful daughter Taša”. The most distinguishing feature of 
this song (and dance) is its distinctive 9/8 time signature, divided into an 
uncommon grouping of 2 3 2 2.

Rosas Pandan 			   Caroline Shaw

Rosas Pandan is a Visayan folk song from the Philippines. The Visayas or 
Visayan Islands are one of three geographical regions in the Philippines. 
The song introduces Rosas, a lovely maiden from Pandan, who is joining 
the festivities in the village. She brings her song and dance, a legacy from 
her parents and forefathers. The song is the pride of the mountains. All are 
captivated by the song, especially one poor young man, whose heart races 
with excitement – beating as fast as the dance steps themselves.

Locus Iste 			   Anton Bruckner

Locus iste a Deo factus est,		  This place was made by God,
Inaestimabile sacramentum,		  a priceless sacrament;
irreprehensibilis est.			   it is without reproach.

Laudamus Te 			   Francis Poulenc

Laudamus te, Benedicimus te, 		  We praise you, We bless you,
Adoramus te, Glorificamus te.		  We worship you, We glorify you.
Gratias agimus tibi			   We give thanks to you 
Propter magnam gloriam tuam.		  for your great glory

Even When He Is Silent 				   Kim André Arnesen

I believe in the sun even when it’s not shining.
I believe in love when I feel it not
I believe in God even when he is silent.

	 Found written on a concentration camp wall after World War II

He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands
 
He’s got the whole world in His hands.
He’s got you and me, brother, in His hands.
He’s got you and me, sister, in His hands.
He’s got the itty bitty babies in His hands.
Uphethe bonk’a bantu Ezandle’ Uphe thum hlab’ Ezandleni.
He’s got the whole world in His hands.                          

trad. African-American Spiritual



University of British Columbia Choral Union
Dr. Hyejung Jun conductor | Gabe Reed collaborative pianist

Soprano
Ashley Cheung  
Diana Galbin-Pristavu  
Cara Gohoc  
Angeline Huang  
Keira Jan  
Joanna Keng  
Merett Khamis  
Gloria Kim  
Sadie Kyllo  
Rain Lam  
Emily Leung  
Rosie Lin  
Elena Massing  
Emily McNamara  
Julia Parry  
Natalie Roche  
Angelica Stokes  
Cissy Su  
Hilda Tam  
Aleksandra Van Looy  
Mellanie Wong  
Anna Zimmermann

Alto
Ivana Au Yang  
Thalia Brooks  
Daisy Cardich  
Jacqueline Chien  
Shua Cho  
Anna Davidson  
Dana Del Castillo  

Kim Do  
Avery Goodwin  
Kira Hu  
Phoebe Lan  
Tracy Lim  
Natalie Mah  
Hannah Meginbir  
Ena Muminovic  
Ocean Neville  
Sye Perry  
Margaret Peters  
Jacqueline So  
Emily Tang  
Karissa Tang  
May Tian   
Vivienne Wang  
Zoe Zhang  
Yanan Zhou  

Tenor 
Ian Ferrari  
Christopher Kim  
Noel Lee  
Ricko Lee  
Marcus Lu 
Brian Sun 
James Sun 
Eamon Sawada-Tse  
Kevin Wang  
Ken Wu  
Benedict Yiu  

Nathan Yu  
Alex Zhang  
Xizong Zheng

Bass 
Andy Cheng  
Glenn Deloeg  
Bruce Duanmu   
Joshua Elliott  
Adam Giorgis  
Brando Gultom  
Alastair Harris  
Yang Hu  
Andy Huang  
Vincent Huang  
Eugene Kim  
Asra Lao  
Matthew Mintsis      
Matthew Tayag  
Mckenzie Teo  
Tom Trinh  
Liam Tupling  
Jerry Wang  
Kai Wang  
Valentine Washington  
Jiru Wu  
Naveen Yang  
Richard Yang  
Joseph Zhang  

University Singers
Dr. Graeme Langager conductor | Eshantha Peiris collaborative pianist
Special guest: Sherryl Sewepagaham Cree-Dene singer and composer

Soprano
Meruert Bestybay 
Leah Brooks 
Olivia Carlson 
Denise Chung 
Briseis Jamela 
Madeleine Kelly 
* Helen Leung 
Sylvie Nesbitt 
Deanicka Sales 

Alto
Mariel Carr 
* Kristine Choi 
* Rosie Ding 
Cooper Hatch 

Mireya Hosein 
Anastasia Lutsenko 
Madison Tchir 
Josie Thompson 
Jade Wong Levesque
 
Tenor
Miguel Alvarado Ramirez 
Adam Dixon 
Austen Doyle 
Christian Garcia 
Benjamin Heinrichs 
Kilian Krauss 
Aidan Redulla 
Carlo Santos 

Bass
Brian Archdekin
* Tyler Baek 
Thomas Dalton 
Gabriel Henderson 
Bartholomew Lim 
Shane Makanda 
Thomas McIlwraith 
Aidan Pfeifer 

* denotes teaching 
assistant 



Sherryl Sewepagaham 
Cree-Dene singer and composer
Sherryl Sewepagaham, a Cree-Dene artist and 2024 Vanier Scholar, blends her 
heritage with music, education, and research. A UBC PhD student, she champions 
Cree language through song, curriculum, and choral works, transforming music 
education and advancing Indigenous language preservation in classrooms, 
communities, and Canada’s choral and academic landscapes.



Graeme Langager Director of Choral Activities

Graeme Langager is Director of Choral Activities at the 
University of British Columbia School of Music. As is a 
passionate and dynamic conductor, Langager is sought-after as 
a guest conductor, adjudicator, and clinician. He has performed 
throughout Europe and across North America, appearing in 
such venues as San Marco in Venice, St. Peter’s Basilica at the 
Vatican, St. Stephan Domkirche in Vienna, Carnegie Hall, and 
in cathedrals and concert halls in Spain, Italy, France, Austria, 
England, Ireland and the Czech Republic. Langager’s choirs have 
also performed at numerous choral conferences, including for 
the National Collegiate Choral Organization, the American 

Choral Directors Association, the International Association of Jazz Educators, and the 
Montreux and North Sea Jazz Festivals. Langager served as the artistic director and 
conductor of the acclaimed Phoenix Chamber Choir in Vancouver from 2012-2018, during 
which the choir released 3 CDs, and was privileged to be invited to perform at Canada’s 
Podium Conference in 2016 showcasing the best choirs in the country. 
 
Langager was born into a musical family, singing and playing instruments from an early age. 
He has received graduate degrees from the University of Cincinnati College-Conservatory 
of Music and California State University. He has taught for more than 25 years in universities 
and colleges in the U.S. and Canada, and is active as a composer and arranger. 

Hyejung Jun Conductor and 
Assistant Professor of Choral Conducting 
Hyejung Jun is an Assistant Professor of Choral Conducting 
at the University of British Columbia, where she conducts 
the UBC Choral Union with 120 singers and teaches Choral 
Literature, Choral Conducting Techniques, and Conducting 
Lessons for graduate conducting students.  
 
Her performances have been recognized for their sensitivity 
and excellence. Before coming to the United States, she won 
the 2012 National Choral Conducting Competition in Seoul, 
South Korea. After moving to the U.S., she was a finalist for 

the Graduate Conducting Competition in the American Choral Directors Association 
in 2017, and she also was the Conducting Fellow at the 2019 National Collegiate Choral 
Organization. She was awarded the May Festival Conducting Fellowship with the 
internationally recognized May Festival Chorus in Cincinnati, OH, under the mentorship 
of Robert Porco, Director of Choruses of the May Festival Chorus.  
 
As a clinician, Jun has been invited to work with singers of all ages. She has conducted 
workshops and masterclasses with students from Canada, United States, and Korea 
including conducting the Vancouver Chamber Choir as a guest conductor.

She completed her Doctor of Musical Arts degree in Choral Conducting at the University 
of Cincinnati College-Conservatory of Music and earned her Master of Music degrees 
in Choral Conducting from Yonsei University in Korea and Emory University in the U.S.  



Details and tickets can be found on music.ubc.ca/events or by scanning the QR code
   

music.ubc.ca | Instagram.com/ubc_music

Thank you for joining us!

UPCOMING PERFORMANCES

UBC Opera: Candide
Feb 5-7 at 7:30PM | Feb 8 at 2:00PM

UBC Old Auditorium

UBC Bands
Feb 8 at 7:30PM 

Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Chamber Choirs
Feb 11 at 7:30PM 

Barnett Hall, UBC Music Building | Free admission

UBC Symphony Orchestra:  Mozart & Beethoven
Mar 6 at 7:30PM 

Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Choirs
Mar 27 at 7:30PM 

Chan Shun Concert Hall, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Opera: Giulio Cesare
Apr 9-11 at 7:30PM | Apr 12 at 2:00PM

UBC Old Auditorium

https://music.ubc.ca/news-events/



