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Helena Aung piano

Helena Aung is a Thai-born pianist and 
educator, currently serving on the piano faculty 
at the University of British Columbia, Canada. 
She earned her Bachelor of Music in Piano 
Performance from the University of Arkansas, 
Master of Music in Piano Performance and 
Pedagogy from the University of Oklahoma, 
and Doctor of Musical Arts in Piano 
Performance from the University of Nebraska–
Lincoln. 

A prizewinner of the 2011 Bangkok Chopin 
Piano Competition, Aung has received 

numerous honors, including the Yamaha Artist Scholarship and the 
Princess Galyani Vadhana Classical Music Foundation Scholarship. 
She has performed internationally as a soloist, recitalist, and chamber 
musician, often collaborating with violinist Xun Xu, and is committed to 
championing contemporary works through collaborations with composers. 
Her dissertation on Martin Bresnick’s piano music was published in the 
MTNA e-journal in 2023. 

Aung’s students have won national and international recognition. She is 
the founder of the Innovative Piano Program, integrating creative teaching 
ideas and online platforms. She has given masterclasses in Canada, the 
United States, India, and Thailand, and has served on juries for major 
competitions, including the 2025 Canadian Music Competition. 

For more information, visit helenaaung.com. 



12 Etudes for Children			   Wiwat Suthiyam  
No.2 Ninja Tarantella 				    (b.1989)         
No.3 Ringing Bells in the Rain  
No.7 Butterflies in the Bamboo Forest  
No.10 Cockroach Toccata  

  
 

Phra Abhai Mani 			   Denny J Euprasert
The Two Brothers 	 (b.1969)
The Mermaid 
Wonder Island  
The Orgress  
Princess of the East  
The Two Sons  
Lament 
The Dragon Horse  
The Hermit  
Princess of the Western Isle 

Three Perspectives of I-Nao			   Narongrit Dhamabutra   
Inao & Bussaba & the Bats 				    (b.1962)  
Inao-Bussaba at the Puppet Show  
Inao’s Wedding 

All works are Canadian Premieres.

Program

Myth & Melody: Canadian Premieres of Thai Piano Works
Helena Aung piano

We invite you to be present and turn off your phones.  
Photography and recording are not permitted. 

We are gathered together for this event on the traditional, ancestral, and 
occupied territory of the hən̓q̓əmin̓əm̓-speaking Musqueam peoples.



Composers

Wiwat Suthiyam (b.1989) 
Wiwat Suthiyam is a Thai pianist and composer. He began studying piano at age 
seven at Siam Kollakarn Music Academy and won prizes at the Yamaha Piano 
Competition as a teenager. He studied composition at Mahidol University College 
of Music with Prof. Valeriy Rizayev and piano with Dr. Noppanand Chanorathaikul. 

Wiwat’s works, influenced by Impressionism and Thai traditional music, often 
combine lush harmonies, extended techniques, and unique timbres. He has 
participated in the Thailand International Composition Festival and received 
commissions from the Mahidol Wind Orchestra, Tacet(i) Ensemble, and Thailand 
Philharmonic Orchestra. He also won the Distinguished Prize at the Young Thai 
Artist Awards 2011 and the Grand Prize in 2012 for his compositions. 

Currently, Wiwat teaches piano and composition privately at SoundGood’s Piano 
Studio and serves as a resident arranger at the Princess Galyani Vadhana Institute 
of Music, contributing to both educational and professional music projects in 
Thailand. 

Denny J. Euprasert (b. 1967) 
Dr. Denny Euprasert is a renowned Thai jazz pianist, composer, and educator. He 
is the Dean of the Conservatory of Music at Rangsit University and Director of 
the RSU Jazz Orchestra. A recipient of Thailand’s Silpathorn Contemporary Artist 
Award, Dr. Euprasert holds advanced degrees in jazz and composition from the 
University of Northern Colorado and the University of North Texas. His music has 
been performed internationally, and he is highly regarded for his contributions to 
jazz education and performance. 

Narongrit Dhamabutra (b. 1962) 
Dr. Narongrit Dhamabutra is one of Thailand’s leading contemporary composers, 
known for blending Western classical forms with Thai musical elements. He 
holds a Doctor of Musical Arts in Composition from Michigan State University 
and has composed for over 30 years. His works have been performed by major 
ensembles worldwide, including the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, Japan Shinsei 
Symphony, IRCAM Ensemble, and Melbourne Symphony. He currently serves 
as Head of Composition at Chulalongkorn University and was named Thailand’s 
National Artist in 2021. Inspired by the Thai adaptation of the Panji tales, The Three 
Perspectives of I-Nao explores scenes from the courtly romance between Prince 
I-Nao and Princess Bussaba. Composed in 2019, this three-movement piano work 
blends Thai traditional motifs with Western compositional techniques to create 
a vivid sonic narrative. 



Coming up at the UBC School of Music

UBC Symphony Orchestra: Tovey, Aguiar & Dvořák
Oct 3, 2025 | 7:30pm, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

Wednesday Noon Hours  
Angelique Po, pipe organ & Joël Tibbits, composer, writer & multimedia artist 

Oct. 8, 2025 | 12:00pm, Barnett Hall

UBC Opera: 100 Years of the Old Auditorium
Oct. 14, 2025 | 7:00pm, Old Auditorium

Wednesday Noon Hours  
Bob Baker, voice & Wayne Weng, piano

Oct. 15, 2025 | 12:00pm, Barnett Hall

UBC Opera: True North Strong and Free: Veteran Recognition Event
Oct. 15, 2025 | 7:00pm, Old Auditorium

UBC Choirs: Hearts All Whole
Oct 17, 2025 | 7:30pm, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

UBC Bands
Oct 18, 2025 | 7:30pm, Chan Centre for the Performing Arts

Wednesday Noon Hours: Looking Glass Ensemble
Oct. 22, 2025 | 12:00pm, Barnett Hall

UBC Opera Teas: Celebrate 100 Years of the Old Auditorium with Mozart!
Oct 26, 2025 | 2:00pm, Old Auditorium

For more information about the UBC School of Music  
events visit music.ubc.ca/events or scan the QR code below.

Stay in touch
music.ubc.ca | @UBC_Music

Thank you for joining us!


