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Director’s Message

In 1925, the UBC Point Grey Campus opened. 
One of the fi st buildings to be completed was 
the Old Auditorium. It was the cultural and social 
focal point of that new campus. I always find it 
very interesting that one of the fi st buildings to 
be erected was a theatre! WWl veterans who 
were students at UBC played a pivotal role during 
the fi st years of the new campus. They formed 
the Returned Soldier's Club and, together with 
Alumni, Faculty, Senate, Board of Governors and 
President Klinck, made an appeal to the Dominion 
Government for financial aid so these returned 
soldiers could pursue their university studies. 

Graduations were held at the Old Aud, speakers and performers of distinction were 
welcomed, such as Eleanor Roosevelt, Paul Robeson, Dylan Thomas, and much 
later Judith Forst and Ben Heppner. Following them a new generation of opera 
singers, including me, fell in love with the Old Aud. Our devotion to the Old Aud 
was instrumental in preventing this grand old theatre from being torn down in 1997 
after the Chan Centre was built. Sixteen years after that, we began a campaign to 
raise awareness of this historic UBC gem, and to its importance to the students' 
opera education. We raised a major part of the twenty-one million dollars to have 
it renovated. The growth and success of the UBC Opera Program inspired the 
university and donors to create a centre for aspiring opera singers from all over our 
great nation as well as throughout the world. After major renovations it reopened 
in 2010. This 'new' Old Aud is the home of the UBC Opera Ensemble. We now 
have UBC Opera Alumni performing, teaching, directing, creating new works, 
leading opera companies, working in the medical and legal fields, scientific and 
arts research, arts administration, music and education. Our Alumni are all over 
the world. Once again, the Old Aud is a hub for cultural, educational, social and 
community activities for UBC and the Lower Mainland.

International Opera Stars of today have graced the stage of the Old Aud and the 
closing scene of Julia Robert's film "Wonder" was filmed at the Old Aud and the 
Opera Ensemble appeared in "The Amazing Race Canada" which was filmed at 
the Old Aud. This incredible theatre is looking forward to the next 100 years and 
the thousands of students and professional performers, national and international 
speakers and celebrities of all kinds who will grace its stage.



presents

100 Years
of the Old Auditorium

1925–2025
October 14, 2025  |  7:00 PM

Performed at the Old Auditorium

Conductor – Jonathan Girard
Director – Nancy Hermiston

Set Design – Keith Smith
Lighting Design – Jeremy Baxter

Costume Design – Parvin Mirhady

There will be one 20-minute intermission
 
 

We acknowledge that the University of British Columbia is situated on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam people.



100 Years of the Old Auditorium
Eunice Park, Pianist 

Frances Armstrong, Pianist 

O Canada by Calixa Lavallée 
UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

The Story of the Old Auditorium 1925
Wach auf! from Die Meistersinger von Nürnberg by Richard Wagner 

UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

President Emeritus Martha Piper – Guest Speaker

O Isis und Osiris from Die Zauberflö e by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

Der Hölle Rache (The Duelling Queens) from Die Zauberflö e by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart – Queens: Magdalena How and Olivia Howe 

Pa-Pa-Pa (Papageno & Papagena Duet) from Die Zauberflö e by Wolfgang Amadeus 
Mozart – Papageno: Neil Hong, Papagena: Jennie Yang 

Honorary Degree Holder Judith Forst 
Guest Speaker and Alum of the UBC School of Music 

Dr. Hussein Janmohamed 
Guest Speaker and Alum of the UBC School of Music

The First Productions at the Old Auditorium
I Could Have Danced All Night from My Fair Lady by Frederick Loewe  

Eliza Doolittle: Sophia Maskine 

On the Street Where You Live from My Fair Lady by Frederick Loewe  
Freddy Eynsford-Hill: Matthew Mintsis 

Get Me to the Church on Time from My Fair Lady by Frederick Loewe  
Alfred P. Doolittle: Robert McDonald 

Chorus: Caroline Voltchok, Denis Petrov, Obi Ifediora, Paige Sargent, Rachel Currie

Oh, Better Far to Live and Die from The Pirates of Penzance by William S. Gilbert 
and Arthur Sullivan 

The Pirate King: Matthew Görlitz 
Chorus: Jonathon Chan, Millen Sandhu, Neil Hong, Robert McDonald 

Poor wand’ring one from The Pirates of Penzance by William S. Gilbert 
and Arthur Sullivan – Mabel: Magdalena How 

The hours creep on apace from H.M.S. Pinafore by William S. Gilbert 
and Arthur Sullivan – Josephine: Tamar Simon 

Never mind the why and wherefore from H.M.S. Pinafore by William S. Gilbert 
 and Arthur Sullivan  – Josephine: Tamar Simon, 

Captain Corcoran: Denis Petrov, Sir Joseph Porter: Robert McDonald
 

INTERMISSION



Vedi! Le fosche from Il Trovatore by Giuseppe Verdi 
UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

Di Provenza il mar, suol from La Traviata by Giuseppe Verdi  
Germont: Geoff ey Schellenberg 

Va Pensiero from Nabucco by Giuseppe Verdi 
UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

Guests and Artists who appeared at the Old Auditorium
Honorary Degree Holder Ben Heppner 

Guest Speaker and Alum of the UBC School of Music

Leslie Dala 
Guest Speaker and Alum of the UBC School of Music

Jeremy Baxter 
Guest Speaker, UBC Alum and Lighting Designer for UBC Opera for the past 30 Years

Ride On, King Jesus! Arranged by Harry Thacker Burleigh 
Obi Ifediora

Past Productions
Weibermarsch from Die lustige Witwe by Franz Lehár 

Danilo: Kiho Sohn, Zeta: Denis Petrov, Raoul de St. Brioche: Kevin Liu, Vicomte 
Cascada: Millen Sandhu, Kromov: Owen Glor, Bogdanowitsch: Robert McDonald, 

Pritschitsch: Obi Ifediora

Ja, wir sind es, die Grisetten from Die lustige Witwe by Franz Lehár  
Valencienne: Noelle Carey, Lolo: Olivia Howe, Dodo: Sarah Richardson, 

Joujou: Caroline Voltchok, Froufrou: Paige Sargent, Cloclo: Rachel Currie, 
Margot: Dorothea Unwin, UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

Finale of Act II from Die lustige Witwe by Franz Lehár  
Hanna Glawari: Sarah Richardson, Danilo: Kiho Sohn, Zeta: Denis Petrov, 

Raoul de St. Brioche: Kevin Liu, Vicomte Cascada: Millen Sandhu, Kromov: Owen Glor, 
Bogdanowitsch: Robert McDonald, Pritschitsch: Obi Ifediora 

UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

Looking to the Future
Candide’s Lament from Candide by Leonard Bernstein 

Candide: Millen Sandhu 

Glitter and be Gay from Candide by Leonard Bernstein 
Cunegonde: Olivia Howe

Closing Remarks 

Make Our Garden Grow from Candide by Leonard Bernstein 
Candide: Ben Lewandowski, Cunegonde: Olivia Howe, Maximilian: Matthew Görlitz, 

Dr. Pangloss: Ezekiel Wang, Old Lady: Paige Sargent, Paquette: Chantel Bennett, 
Governor: Kiho Sohn, UBC Opera Ensemble & Alumni

 
Please join us for a reception onstage after the performance.



Our 100th Anniversary Celebration, this evening, recognizes the fi st officia opening 
day of the Old Auditorium. You will hear a bit of the history of the Old Auditorium, 
fun stories, a lot of music, laughter and excerpts from the shows presented at the Old 
Auditorium from 1925 to 2025. You will hear from performers, production sta� , directors, 
conductors and many of the people who called and still call the Old Auditorium their 
home. This evening, the UBC Opera Ensemble is joined by many Alumni from the School 
of Music and Opera Program. We welcome them back to where it all began! 

UBC OPERA ENSEMBLE
Soprano:
Aleksandra Van Looy
Chantel Bennett
Daisy Regina Cardich
Ella Jeon
Emily Brinco
Haley Power
Jennie Yang
Jessica Pope
Lillian Davidson
Magdalena How
Maria Yi Deng
Nelly Seif El Nasr
Olivia Howe
Rhianna McDonald
Saba Taghiakbari
Sara Hajduk
Sarah Richardson
Sophia Maskine
Tamar Simon
Zoe Lainchbury

Mezzo-Soprano:
Briana Sutherland
Caroline Voltchok
Dorothea Unwin
Julia Dion
Keira Papageorge
Noelle Carey
Olivia Carlson
Paige Sargent
Qihang Lu
Rachael Currie
Sunshine Yuan
Victoria Kazantseva
Yingshan Gao

Tenor:
Ben Lewandowski
Jonathon Chan
Kevin Liu
Kiho Sohn
Millen Sandhu
Simón Ramírez Ortiz

Baritone/Bass:
Denis Petrov
Eugene Kim
Ezekiel Wang
Geoff ey Schellenberg
Joshua Doody
Matthew Görlitz
Matthew Mintsis
Neil Hong
Obi Ifediora
Owen Glor
Raphael Groushvitski
Robert McDonald

ALUMNI
Soprano: 
Adriana Zaharijevic
Bette Cosar 
Chloé Hurst 
Christina Demeo 
D’Arcy Blunston 
Elizabeth Harris 
Elizabeth Petersen 
Ember Lanuti Brown
Emma Jang 
Hannah Ernst 
Kenda McDermott 
Kendra Baldwin 
Natascia Dell’erba 
Trinity Collie 

Mezzo-Soprano: 
Alyssa Samson
Elena Razlog 
Francesca Corrado 
Heather Molloy
Jeanine Fynn 
Katie Fraser 
Neusha Amir Rahmani

Tenor:
Adam Kozak 
Brent MacKenzie 
Mark Pepe 
Ming-Xuan Chung 
Wanshuai Yu  

Baritone/Bass:
Aaron Durand 
Alireza Mojibian 
Brandon Thornhill 
Cameron Killick 
Dean Giustini 
DJ Calhoun 
Geordie Roberts 
Jason William Cook 
Max Van Wyck



Nancy Hermiston, Director
Canadian-born lyric coloratura soprano Nancy 
Hermiston has performed throughout Europe and 
North America. Parallel to her extensive singing 
career, Ms. Hermiston worked as voice teacher, 
stage director, and Co-coordinator with the 
University of Toronto’s Opera and Performance 
Divisions. In 1995, she joined the University of 
British Columbia’s School of Music as the Head 
of the Voice and Opera Divisions, where she 
established the UBC Opera Ensemble.

Professor Hermiston is also a favourite guest for 
master classes throughout Canada, the United 
States, China, and Germany. Her UBC Opera Ensemble tours regularly to the 
Czech Republic, Germany, Ontario, and throughout British Columbia. The 
Opera Ensemble gave their fi st performances in Beijing and Chengdu in May 
of 2009, and Shanghai in 2010 and 2011. Ms. Hermiston appeared as Stage 
Director with the Regina Opera for The Barber of Seville and La Cenerentola and 
with the Vancouver Opera twice for Die Fledermaus, then La Traviata, La Bohème 
and in 2016, directed their production of Verdi’s Rigoletto, starring UBC Alumna 
and her former student, Simone Osborne.

In 2004, Professor Hermiston was named the UBC University Marshal, and 
in 2008, UBC awarded her the Dorothy Somerset Award for Performance and 
Development in the Visual and Performing Arts. She was also honoured with a 
Killam Teaching prize in 2010. In October 2011, she received an Opera Canada 
Rubie Award for her contributions to opera in Canada. Ms. Hermiston was 
made an O�� er of the Order of Canada in December 2013. In 2017, she was 
awarded the Canadian Music Centre’s BC Award of Excellence and in November 
2017, Alumni UBC recognized Professor Hermiston with the Honorary Alumnus 
Award. In 2018, she received the Faculty of Arts 2017/18 Dean of Arts Award 
for her outstanding contributions to UBC’s creative research, teaching, and 
service to the scholarly and broader community. In 2018 Ms. Hermiston was 
inducted into the BC Entertainment Hall of Fame.

Please consider making a donation to the UBC Opera Trust 
fund which enriches the education and growth of talented 
young students in UBC’s renowned Opera Program.

give.ubc.ca/opera-fund



Jonathan Girard, Conductor 
Jonathan Girard is known for his generous, 
sophisticated conducting and boundless 
enthusiasm. In the kaleidoscope of orchestral 
sound, he emphasizes structure, colour, 
and nuance.

He serves as Director of Orchestras at the 
University of British Columbia and Artistic 
Director of the Vancouver Youth Symphony 
Orchestra. Girard is also Principal Guest 
Conductor of the Athens Philharmonic in 
Greece and has guest conducted around 
the world, including recent debuts with 
the Vancouver Symphony Orchestra and 
the Orquestra Sinfônica de Porto Alegre in 
Brazil. Previously, he held positions with the Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, 
Portland Opera Repertory Theatre, and the Ohio Light Opera.

Girard is passionate about designing innovative projects involving orchestral 
improvisation, visual arts, climate data, and groundbreaking technology. Notable 
projects include Slippages, combining ink drawings and glacier movement data, and 
Kamoi Komachi, a Noh opera integrating Japanese and Western classical music.

He champions new and little-performed works, particularly by women and 
underrepresented composers, and has o� ered Canadian and North American 
premieres of works by Kaija Saariaho, Ana Sokolović, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, 
Florence Price, Arvo Pärt, and others.

Girard’s work has been featured on CBC’s The National and broadcast on NPR, CBC 
Radio, and four commercial recordings of works by Dorothy Chang, Stephen 
Chatman, Emmerich Kálmán, and others.

He believes in the power of orchestral music to create and share beauty that 
changes lives, devoting significant time to music education advocacy. He has 
become internationally known for his conducting pedagogy, training many 
successful emerging conductors now in professional positions across the US 
and Canada. He has led youth orchestras across the continent and maintains 
a significant presence at festivals, clinics, and masterclasses across the Pacific
Northwest. He led the Massachusetts All-State Orchestra during the pandemic 
years and served as conducting faculty at summer festivals including the 
Vancouver Symphony Orchestral Institute and the Marrowstone Music Festival.

Girard holds a DMA in orchestral conducting from the Eastman School of 
Music, an M.M. from Boston University, and a B.Mus. summa cum laude from 
the Hartt School of Music.

Off the podium, he takes to the skies as a pilot with multi-engine and instrument 
ratings. Flying mirrors music: discipline becomes freedom, precision becomes 
adventure, and practice becomes poetry.

Learn more at www.jonathangirard.com
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A ENSEMBLE & ALUMNI

presents

‘The True North, 
Strong and Free’

Recognition Event:
The Veteran Trek to UBC 
Continues—Then, Now 

and Going Forward
October 15, 2025  |  7:00 PM

Performed at the Old Auditorium

Conductor – Jonathan Girard
Director – Nancy Hermiston

Set Design – Keith Smith
Lighting Design – Jeremy Baxter

We acknowledge that the University of British Columbia is situated on the 
traditional, ancestral, and unceded territory of the Musqueam people.



‘The True North Strong and Free’ 
Recognition Event:  The Veteran Trek to UBC 
Continues—Then, Now and Going Forward

Eunice Park, Pianist 
Frances Armstrong, Pianist

Prelude: Ariella by Jaap Nico Hamburger

Introduction – Nancy Hermiston

O Canada by Calixa Lavallée 
UBC Opera Ensemble 

Tribute to Armed Forces 
Jaap Nico Hamburger

The Story of the Old Auditorium 1925–2025 
Nancy Hermiston

Songs of WWI and WWII:
It’s a Long Way to Tipperary by Jack Judge & Harry Williams 

UBC Opera Ensemble Men’s Chorus 

When the Lights Go On Again by Eddie Seller, Sol Marcus and Bennie Benjamin 
Ezekiel Wang

Roses of Picardy by Haydn Wood & Frederic Weatherly 
Millen Sandhu

We’ll Meet Again by Ross Parker & Hughie Charles 
Sarah Richardson & Kiho Sohn

White Cli� s of Dover by Walter Kent & Nat Burton 
Magdalena How

Oh! How I Hate to get up in the Morning by Irving Berlin 
Jonathon Chan  

Fellow Soldiers: Ezekiel Wang, Neil Hong, Robert McDonald

Veterans Transition Program (25th Anniversary) 
Dr. Marvin Westwood

War in the Mind – Film



Bring Him Home from Les Misérables by Claude-Michel Schönberg  
Jean Valjean: Kiho Sohn

People’s Song from Les Misérables by Claude-Michel Schönberg 
Enjolras: Neil Hong 

Combeferre: Ezekiel Wang 
Courfeyrac: Millen Sandhu 
Feuilly: Robert McDonald 

Students: Ben Lewandowski, Jonathon Chan, 
Kevin Liu, Kiho Sohn, Millen Sandhu 

Chorus: UBC Opera Ensemble

A Testimony to the success of the VTP 
Corporal Wayne McInnis

Dona nobis pacem from Silent Night by Kevin Puts 
Anna Sørensen: Magdalena How

Indigenous and Chinese Veterans of WWI and WWII 
Dr. Richard Vedan

Closing Remarks 
Nancy Hermiston

J’ai perdu ta photo from Silent Night by Kevin Puts 
Lieutenant Audebert: Geoff ey Schellenberg

Sleep Chorus from Silent Night by Kevin Puts 
Nikolaus: Geoff ey Schellenberg 

Soldiers Chorus: UBC Opera Ensemble Men’s Chorus

 
Please join us for a reception onstage after the performance.



On this second night of celebration, we pay tribute to some of the fi st and most 
influential students of UBC - these were the 197 WWI soldiers and veterans 
who enrolled as students at UBC. They formed the Returned Soldier’s Club and 
together with Alumni, Faculty, Senate, Board of Governors and President Klinck 
made an appeal to the Dominion Government for financial aid so these returned 
soldiers could pursue their university studies. In the session 1944/1945, the 
registration was 3,058, of whom 150 were ex-service personnel. In 1945/1946, 
registration almost doubled with 2,254 veterans in a total student body of 5,621.

After the Second World War in 1945/1946 veterans registration at UBC doubled. 
Music was a solace to the soldiers and the civilians during WWl and WWII, 
helping people endure immeasurable grief and sadness. After the war the 
healing powers of music, the importance of people gathering together, to laugh, 
to grieve, to live again and especially to further their education, was of utmost 
importance. This all led to the construction of this wonderful Old Auditorium. 
Of course, it was new then, sporting a stain glass dome in the centre of the 
theatre ceiling. Seats arrived late so the fi st classes had to sit on the floor
but they were there in time for the celebrations on October 14 and 15 of 1925! 
Over the past 25 years, thanks to the Veterans Transition Program at UBC, the 
student population of veterans is once again increasing.

Twenty-fi e years ago, Doctor Marvin Westwood created the Veterans Transition 
Program here at the UBC Faculty of Education and again the number of veterans 
on our campus today began to increase. This program has transformed the lives 
of thousands of veterans not only here in BC and Canada but in the United 
States, England and Germany. We pay tribute to all of these veterans past 
and present.

They all helped to shape the future of UBC and our society then and now. We 
honour our Armed Forces who defend and protect us in this troubled world 
today at home and abroad. We applaud all those involved in the Veterans 
Transition Program who enable our veterans to return to a meaningful and 
productive civilian life.



Production Team

DIRECTOR
Nancy Hermiston

CONDUCTOR
Jonathan Girard

TECHNICAL DIRECTOR
Keith Smith

LIGHTING DESIGNER
Jeremy Baxter

COSTUME DESIGNER/ 
HEAD OF COSTUMES
Parvin Mirhady

OPERA COACHES
Andrea Grant
Eunice Park
Frances Armstrong

EVENTS COORDINATOR 
& MARKETING FOR 
UBC OPERA
Francesca Corrado

PROGRAMME DESIGN
Miles Linklater

PROGRAMME
Francesca Corrado
Jonathon Chan
Millen Sandhu

PROGRAMME PRINTING
Ancan Marketing

OFFICE ASSISTANT
Jonathon Chan

OPERA LIBRARIAN
Millen Sandhu

STUDENT COSTUME 
TECHNICIANS
Caroline Voltchok 
Noelle Carey

STUDENT TECHNICAL 
DIRECTOR
Haley Power

ASSISTANT TECHNICAL 
DIRECTORS
Olivia Howe
Kiho Sohn

ASSISTANT LIGHTING 
DIRECTORS
Robert McDonald
Kylan Ming

ARCHIVAL VIDEOGRAPHER
Jonathon Chan

MARKETING AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 
STRATEGIST SCHOOL 
OF MUSIC  
Dina MacDougall

BOX OFFICE DIRECTOR
Paul Sontz

The Front of House, 
Ticketing and Production 
Staff of the Chan entre 
for the Performing Arts 
are members of the 
CUPE 2950.

Special Thanks
100 Years of the Old Auditorium
President Emeritus Martha Piper
Dr. Hussein Janmohamed
Jeremy Baxter
Judith Forst

Ben Heppner
Leslie Dala
Dina MacDougall
UBC Library Archives

The True North, Strong and Free
Dr. Marvin Westwood
Dr. David Kuhl 
Linda Sawyer
Dr. George Belliveau
Dr. Marla Buchanan
Tim Laidler

Cpl. Tony Speiss
Dr. Jake Jennings
McKenzie Robinson
Judy Jackson 
H Col Rod Bell-Irving
Jessica Lake Family
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Jonathan Girard, Director of Orchestras

2025-2026 SEASON

SAT NOV 8, 2025
Music by Carl Maria von Weber
Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov 
Johannes Brahms: 
Symphony No. 3 in F Major

SAT DEC 6, 2025
with UBC Choirs Hyejung Jun conductor
Gustav Holst: The Planets
Leonard Bernstein: Chichester Psalms 

FRI MAR 6, 2026
Program to be announced.

FRI APR 10, 2026
Program to be announced.

All events start at 7:30pm and
take place at the Chan Shun Concert Hall at 
the Chan Centre for the Performing Arts.

Full event listings at
music.ubc.ca/events 
or scan QR code. 
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Die Zauberflöte
November 27, 28, 29, 2025 – 7:30pm

November 30, 2025 – 2:00pm

Candide
February 5, 6, 7, 2026 – 7:30pm

February 8, 2026 – 2:00pm

Giulio Cesare
April 9, 10, 11, 2026 – 7:30pm

April 12, 2026 – 2:00pm




